PHYSICS DEPARTMENT COMPREHENSIVE EXAMINATION #47

January 9, 1882

General Instructions

This Comprehensive Examination for Winter 1982 {#41) consists of siy
problems of equal weight (20 points each}. Please check that you have all
of them,

Work carefully, indicate your reasoning briefly and disp%ay'y&u?
work cleariv. Even ¥ you do not complete a problem, 1t wignt be possible
to obtain partial cradit--sspecially i your understanding 15 manifest.
Use no scratch paper: de all work in the blugbooks, use one biusbook per
probicin, and be certain that your assigred student letter {(but nof your
name) is on every bookiel.

If something is omitted Trom the statement of the problew or you Teal
there ave ambiguities, plesse get up and ask your guestion qulelly and
privately, so as not o disturb the others. Pubt all materialy, books, and
papers except pencil {or pen) and blushook, on the Fleor. The accompany-
ing booklet contains data and formulas which you may Find useful. Please
return it at the end of the exam.
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Memo to: zouity and Messys, Bell, Gaskill, and
' Stave Kivby

Froms o W, Drake, Chalirman -
Subject: Revised M. S. Reculvemsnis

The attached suggastions have begn made by the
Graduate Curriculun Comwities. Plsase PQﬁmtﬁ@W tha
vamificstions of the proposal and be prepared to discuss
it at & forthcuning facuiity neeting.

Witten comvents would be walcomad and would be
passad on te-the commiitien. Any changes would net affect
srasently envolled graduste siudenis.
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DEPT. OF PHYSICS

Department of Physics

November 10, 1981

T0: C.W. Drake, Chairman 45

FROM: Graduate Curriculum Committee: K. Krane, V. Madsen, A. Wasserman,
' F. Bell

SUBJ: M.S. Degree Requirements

In response to the suggestions made at the last faculty meeting, the Graduate
Curriculum Committee met on 5 November 1981 to try to remove some ambiguities
from the present Comprehensive Examination requirements. These ambiguities
were concerned with the program for the M.S. Degree, and in particular
involved the requirement that the candidate pass "2 of at most 4 consecutive
examinations”. Comments were made at the faculty meeting that the 4-exam
restriction was ambiguous and arbitrary; the commitfee concurred in that view.
A corollary problem with the present system is that it allows (and even
encourages) students who clearly have no hope of passing the exam (at the

M.S. level) to continue taking the exam through 3 and even 4 years.

To correct these (and other) deficiencies in the present system, the Committee
makes the following proposals for changes in our present system, retaining
the schedule, format, and basic requirements of the present system:

(1) A1l students (M.S. as well as Ph.D.) must pass at the M.S. level at
least one exam of their first 3 "official" tries. (A M.S. pass on a
"practice" exam will satisfy this requirement.)

(2) A1l students who meet requirement (1) will be permitted 6 "official”
trieg (in addition to the 3 "practice" exams normally taken during the first
year), -

(3) A student will be considered to have satisfied the Comprehensive Exam
requirements for the M.S. or Ph.D. by passing 2 exams at the appropriate
level. No "carry-over" points will be permitted.

(4) A student who fails to satisfy requirement (1) above has the alternative,
as in the present system, to complete the M.S. degree with the thesis option.
In order to be permitted to return as a graduate student in the next academic
quarter the student must, before the end of the academic guarter in which the
last exam was attempted and failed, complete the following steps of the M.S.
thesis program: {a) select a thesis project director; (b} select a committee;
(c) submit a program to the graduate school; (d) select a thesis project,
establish a timetable for its completion, and have both project and timetable
approved by the commitiee. It is strongly recommended that the M.S. requirements
be completed within one academic year following the quarter in which the

Tast exam was fajled. The student is of course permitted no further attempts
at the exam during this period.
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(5) To encourage first year students to take advantage of the 3 “practice”
attempts, it is proposed to permit first year students to request anonymity.
Their identities will not be revealed to the faculty and their scores will
not be recorded in their personal files. They will be notified of theijr
scores and of course may count a passing performance toward meeting their

degree requirements.
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