
GEO 309 Environmental Justice, Assigned Reading, Winter, 2008
“*” denotes material posted on Blackboard

Week 1: Introduction; Race and Racism
Adamson, J., American Indian Literature, Environmental Justice, and Ecocriticism, The Univer-

sity of Arizona Press, Tucson, 2001, pp. 31-88 (Ch. 2, Abbey’s Country: Desert Solitaire 
and the Trouble with Wilderness, and Ch. 3, Simon Ortiz’s Fight Back: Environmental 
Justice, Transformative Ecocriticism, and the Middle Place; parts of Ch. 3 originally 
appeared as Toward an Ecology of Justice: Transformative Ecological Theory and Prac-
tice, in Reading the Earth: New Directions in the Study of Literature and the Environment, 
edited by M.P. Branch, R. Johnson, D. Patterson, and S. Slovic, pp. 9-17, University of 
Idaho Press, Moscow, 1998).

Yamato, G., Something about the subject makes it hard to name, in Race, Class and Gender: An 
Anthology, Third Ed., edited by M.L. Anderson and P.H. Collins, pp. 89-93, Wadsworth 
Publishing, Belmont, Calif., 1998 (reprinted from Changing Our Power: An Introduction 
to Women’s Studies, edited by J.W. Cochran, D. Langston, and C. Woodward, pp. 3-6, 
Kendall-Hunt, Dubuque, Iowa, 1988).

Ortiz, A.M., and R.A. Rhoads, Deconstructing whiteness as part of a multicultural educational 
framework: From theory to practice, Journal of College Student Development, 41(1), 81-
91, 2000.

Waters, M.C., Optional ethnicities: For whites only? in Race, Class and Gender: An Anthology, 
Third Ed., edited by M.L. Anderson and P.H. Collins, pp. 403-412, Wadsworth Publishing, 
Belmont, Calif., 1998 (reprinted from Origins and Destinies: Immigration, Race and Eth-
nicity in America, edited by S. Pedraza and R.G. Rumbaut, pp. 444-454, Wadsworth, Bel-
mont, Calif., 1996).

Week 2: Regulation, Risk and Exposure to Environmental Toxins and Hazards
Viessman, W., Jr., and M.J. Hammer, Water Supply and Pollution Control (Sixth Edition), Addi-

son-Wesley, Menlo Park, Cali., 1998. (Ch. 2, Water Management, pp. 6-23)

Masters, G.M., Introduction to Environmental Engineering and Science, Second Edition, pp. 117-
162 (Ch. 4, “Risk Assessment”), Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey, 1997.

*Ashford, N.A., Science and values in the regulatory process, Statistical Science, 3(3), 377-383, 
1988.

Week 3: Control of and Access to Natural Resources
Goldtooth, T.B.K., Indigenous nations: Summary of sovereignty and its implications for environ-

mental protection, in Environmental Justice: Issues, Policies, and Solutions, edited by B. 
Bryant, pp., 138-148, Island Press, Washington, 1995.

Berry, K.A., Race for water? Native Americans, Eurocentrism, and Western water policy, in Envi-
ronmental Injustices, Political Struggles: Race, Class, and the Environment, edited by 
D.E. Camacho, pp. 101-124, Duke University Press, Durham, 1998.
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Week 4: Environmental Injustice: Definitions, Evidence, and Methodology
*Pulido, L., Rethinking environmental racism: White privilege and urban development in South-

ern California, Annals of the Association of American Geographers, 90(1), 12-40, 2000.

*Bowen, W., An analytical review of environmental justice research: What do we know? Envi-
ronmental Management, 29(1), 3-15, 2002.

Week 5: Environmental Injustice: Definitions, Evidence, and Methodology (cont’d.)
West, P., J.M. Fly, R. Marans, F. Larkin, and D. Rosenblatt, Minorities and toxic fish consump-

tion: Implications for point discharge policy in Michigan, in Environmental Justice: 
Issues, Policies, and Solutions, edited by B. Bryant, pp., 124-137, Island Press, Washing-
ton, 1995.

*Buzzelli, M., and M. Jerrett, Racial gradients of ambient air pollution exposure in Hamilton, 
Canada, Environment and Planning A, 36, 1855-1876, 2004.

Week 6: The Environmental Justice Movement
Bullard, R.D., Decision making, in Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting Issues of Global 

Justice, Second Ed., edited by L. Westra, and B.E. Lawson, pp. 3-28, Rowman & Little-
field Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, 2001.

Bryner, G.C., Assessing claims of environmental justice: Conceptual frameworks, in Justice and 
Natural Resources: Concepts, Strategies, and Applications, edited by K.M. Mutz, G.C. 
Bryner, and D.S. Kenney, pp., 31-55, Island Press, Washington, 2002.

Wenz, P.S., Just garbage, in Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting Issues of Global Jus-
tice, Second Ed., edited by L. Westra, and B.E. Lawson, pp. 57-71, Rowman & Littlefield 
Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, 2001.

Week 7: Environmental Justice Policy
Hill, B.E., and N. Targ, Protecting natural resources and the issue of environmental justice, in Jus-

tice and Natural Resources: Concepts, Strategies, and Applications, edited by K.M. Mutz, 
G.C. Bryner, and D.S. Kenney, pp., 285-306, Island Press, Washington, 2002.

Rosenbaum, W.A., Environmental Politics and Policy, Fourth Ed., pp. 122-156 (Ch. 4, “To Gov-
ern Is to Choose: Risk Assessment and Environmental Justice”), CQ Press, Washington, 
1998.

Bezdek, R.H., The net impact of environmental protection on jobs and the economy, in Environ-
mental Justice: Issues, Policies, and Solutions, edited by B. Bryant, pp., 86-106, Island 
Press, Washington, 1995.

Week 8: Environmental Justice Case Studies
Carey, H.H., Forest management and environmental justice in northern New Mexico, in Justice 

and Natural Resources: Concepts, Strategies, and Applications, edited by K.M. Mutz, 
G.C. Bryner, and D.S. Kenney, pp., 209-223, Island Press, Washington, 2002.

Westra, L., The faces of environmental racism: Titusville, Alabama, and BFI, in Faces of Envi-
ronmental Racism: Confronting Issues of Global Justice, Second Ed., edited by L. Westra, 
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and B.E. Lawson, pp. 113-139, Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Mary-
land, 2001.

Week 9: North American Case Studies for Group Projects
*Clarke, J.N., and A.K. Gerlak, Environmental racism in the sunbelt? A cross-cultural analysis, 

Environmental Management, 22(6), 857-867, 1998.

Wigley, D.C., and K. Shrader-Frechette, Consent, equity, and environmental justice: A Louisiana 
case study, in Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting Issues of Global Justice, Sec-
ond Ed., edited by L. Westra, and B.E. Lawson, pp. 141-165, Rowman & Littlefield Pub-
lishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, 2001.

Week 10: International Case Studies for Group Projects
McCurdy, H., Africville: Environmental racism, in Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting 

Issues of Global Justice, Second Ed., edited by L. Westra, and B.E. Lawson, pp. 95-112, 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, 2001.

Gbadegesin, S., Multinational corporations, developed nations, and environmental racism: Toxic 
waste, exploration, and eco-catastrophe, in Faces of Environmental Racism: Confronting 
Issues of Global Justice, Second Ed., edited by L. Westra, and B.E. Lawson, pp. 187-202, 
Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, Inc., Lanham, Maryland, 2001.

Web Resources for Group Projects (not reprinted in this volume)
Bullard, R.D., Environmental racism PCB landfill finally remedied but no reparations for resi-

dents, Environmental Justice Resource Center, Clark Atlanta University (http://
www.ejrc.cau.edu/warren%20county%20rdb.htm), January 12, 2004.

Sprawl Atlanta: Social Equity Dimensions of Uneven Growth and Development, Environmental 
Justice Resource Center, Clark Atlanta University (http://www.ejrc.cau.edu/sprlatlexc-
sum.html), January, 1999.

From Plantations to Plants: Report of the Emergency National Commission on Environmental 
and Economic Justice in St. James Parish, Louisiana, , Environmental Justice Resource 
Center, Clark Atlanta University (http://www.ejrc.cau.edu/convent_report.html), Septem-
ber 15, 1998.

Motavelli, J., Toxic targets: Polluters that dump on communities of color are finally being brought 
to justice, E/The Environmental Magazine, IX(4), July/August, 1998. (online in “archive” 
at http://www.emagazine.com/)
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