This article offered a unique opportunity for young learners that was very educational appropriate for first graders.  I completely agree with Iwasyk’s viewpoint that children can learn a lot from talking with each other; where not only do they have a chance to explain their rationale or viewpoint, but also solidify their own learning through the process of teaching others.  Much like how we have all been teaching each other our own unique strategies throughout this week, this instructional approach seems to be relevant and beneficial at a variety of teaching levels.  Students were able to ask their peers clarifying questions of their own, as well as explain their thoughts.  Through this pair-share strategy, students were engaged and responsible for their own learning.  

I appreciated the fact that Iwasyk took time to explain to her students how to be effective at both communication and questions, so when it was time for them to work independently from the teacher, they had tools to be successful.  Another critical piece to the effectiveness of students “teaching” each other is the introduction of respect and the establishment of an environment that allowed children to feel comfortable to both teach and learn.  She portrays such an efficient way to introduce questioning throughout the year, and fostering an educationally supportive environment, that by the time students were to both teach and learn from each other, these key foundations were already in place.
I love how Iwasyk also makes the connection between science and wonder.  She puts into perspective the hesitation some teachers feel to explore and incorporate science into the classroom.  A topic that teachers feel comfortable with, in this case shadows, could make science seem more approachable.  Simple activities, such as talking a walk and observing shadows to making a shadow plot, engage students in science learning.  It also allows students the opportunity to discuss, question and observe science in a real-world context.

In my classroom setting, I encourage students to share with each other.  Often times, I will tell my students to turn to an “elbow” buddy (when we sit together at the rug) and tell them one thing you have learned or one thing you are curious about.  In times of exploration, I try to observe and listen to conversations happening between my students and not jump in as the “answer giver” but allow them time to try to come to their own conclusions.  Later, we talk about any misconceptions or findings, which allows for some great discussion!

