One of the things Marletta Iwasyk Talks about doing is teaching the students how to talk and question one another. This, like behavior, is one of the things I think teachers take for granted that the students already know how to do. There can tend to be a belief that all students already have the behavior and communication skills they need, but that they don’t always chose to use them. I have made this mistake myself. At this point in my career I am well aware of the fact that, just like math or reading, behavior and communication need to be taught.

The author uses another technique that I have found to be very sound in other contexts. She talks about two boys who COULD have taken over a converstation, but instead were given the role of facilitators and did a great job. This is one of my number one rules for dealing with powerful, overbearing students. Rather than fighting them, I try to harness their energy and turn it into a powerful force for good in the classroom. This often involves giving these students positions of responsibility, or even sometimes authority. By doing this the author was able to get these two students to facilitate a discussion in a way that no teacher would probably ever be able to do.

By learning strong questioning techniques the students become good teachers as well. As almost any teacher knows, having students serve as tutors or teachers for their peers is an excellent way to help struggling learners, not to mention the academic growth that the tutor makes. This is certainly enhanced by teaching communication and questioning skills to all students.
I have found in my own classroom that when I put students in charge of leading discussions, the discussion always becomes more interesting to me and students alike. I believe this is because they recognize that THEY are the ones responsible for keeping it going and they must rise to the task if the activity is to work. They cannot just rely on the teacher to take care of it. I do this with a supplementary reading program called “Jr. Great Books.” This is a series that is heavily focused on student discussion/debate. Once the technique has been taught to the students they take over the discussions for the rest of the year. I have been very impressed by some of the student-led discussions that have come up. I don’t believe these would have worked nearly as well had I been the leader.
