XXXXXXXX
RR4: Reading Reflection #4
Iwasyk, M. (1997). Kids questioning kids: "Experts sharing." Science and Children, 35(1), 42-46
 

This article is a very motivating piece of research done by Marletta in her first grade classroom. She engaged her students as they studied the sun, moon, and shadows. Through these explorations students were learning how to communicate as scientists with one another. Marletta taught her students how to ask good questions and how to give complete responses. This was modeled and practiced every day with her students. This reminds me of a strategy I use now when asking students questions. I ask them to answer questions in complete sentences. This helps students with their communication skills, engagement, as well as their writing skills. Assigning group leaders for facilitating discussions is also a great idea because it encourages students to take ownership of their education and get them involved in the work. 

As a teacher of third graders I know that students love to talk to each other. Many times it seems that the only think I’m doing is telling them to stop talking all of the time. This coming year I want to try and channel some of this talking into their class work. I will do this by starting out the year teaching the students how to ask good questions, demonstrating being a good listener, and teaching how to answer questions in complete sentences. This will take a lot of modeling on my part and letting the kids practice themselves. I would like to have more group time in science where they are learning how to facilitate scientific discussions themselves. This article was a real eye opener for me. If first grade students can learn these skills, any student can. I think students are much more capable then we think sometimes. We need to get our students engaged in the classroom by teaching them the skills necessary to communicate with each other. 

