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Pre-reading: Questions I am hoping the reading answers


1) How are the teachers able to keep these young kids on task?

2) What useful information are the kids learning about shadows?

3) What is the teacher’s role in helping the kids complete their experiments?

4) How is literature incorporated in this science lesson?


During reading: Answers I found to my questions


1) It seems that by letting the kids be their own teachers and by letting them talk and express their opinions they don’t get bored as easily as they might with other activities and they are mindful and respectful of others talking as well.

2) There are all kinds of questions the kids ask themselves. Why are shadows black? Why are they short sometimes and long sometimes? What makes shadows? All these questions are helping kids learn about experimenting and about how the sun and earth interact. 

3) The teacher just kind of sits back and listens to the kids discuss things. When the kids start to get off track she asks them questions or helps clarify a question but she generally tries to let the kids lead themselves.

4) Literature was a big component of this lessen, the students questioned things and held discussions about shadows. They also learn how to listen properly to someone else talking, which is essential to having a meaningful discussion. 

Try to answer the questions as you read…and notate any other interesting information you come across.

Post reading: Reflection of the reading


I thought it was really interesting how she actually let two students become the “teacher” and that these students led a discussion and called on other kids to ask or answer questions. I think this is a great idea because I know in the class I work in there are a few students that are natural leaders but sometimes they are disruptive because they answer all the questions and dominate the conversations. I think it is perfect to let them express themselves as leaders, but also showing them that a leader should be encouraging others to talk as well. I also really liked the ideas for getting students involved with shadows, having them predict how to make their shadows be in front of them or behind them is a great way to introduce them to making and testing predictions. 


I liked the advice Marletta Iwasyk gave about not telling the kids the answers but instead letting them figure it out or at least think on it for awhile. I think this is great because then the kids get curious about the answer and they actively seek it out themselves. Also, instead of saying if their idea is right or wrong, she asks them a series of questions that helps lead them to the right answer.
